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" Montesquieu is more useful to already established
societies; Rousseau will be more useful to those that
are just about to be formed."

" Julie's continual sermons to Saint-Preux are out
of place: a guilty woman may love virtue, but she
should not preach about it."

The " Letters on Jean Jacques " were printed
in 1788 and published in 1789. Germaine
Necker was then married, and it was under
her married name that she put forth what
appeared as her first work.

If ever a marriage of reason was unreason-
able, it was that which the Neckers arranged
for their daughter. Rarely has an affair nego-
tiated with so many complex worldly details
for the sake of the concerns of the heart been
followed by sadder results.

Madame Necker desired a great match.
She gave some thought to young Pitt, who
came to the Continent in 1783. Unless she
had married Mirabeau, much older than her-
self and very unpopular, or Bonaparte three
years younger and still unknown, Germaine
Necker could not have proposed a more ex-
traordinary match for herself. But she al-
ready felt that anywhere outside of Paris was
exile. She refused, and there ensued a stormy
time in the family. " Hateful island! " she
wrote in her diary, " daily source of dread,ments,   one of
